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Case Study:
Bisphenol A (BPA) in baby bottles
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Figure 1: A typical dose-response curve used in the assessment of chemical hazard. The black
curve illustrates a chemical with a threshold dose, meaning it is not toxic at low doses but
becomes increasingly toxic after reaching a threshold dose. At high doses, increasing the dose
no longer increases the effect. The red curve characterizes ‘non threshold’ chemicals for which
the effects are toxic at any dose and increase as the dose increases. Increasing ‘effect’ means
an increasing adverse response, which can range from temporary irritation to permanent damage
or death. Many carcinogens are considered to be ‘non threshold’ chemicals.
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http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/fn-an/securit/packag-emball/bpa/bpa_hra-erseng.php
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http://www.ecoaction.gc.ca/news-nouvelles/20080418-5-eng.cfm
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What’s on the horizon?

Identifying and Regulating Toxic Chemicals
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