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__________________________________________________________________________________
It is said that ‘time goes quickly when you’re having fun‘. If that is indeed the case, we at the SMCC have been having a blast!

The past two months have been busy and productive. First of all, welcome to these new charter members:

· Amgen Canada

· Canadian Foundation for Climate and Atmospheric Sciences (CFCAS)

· Canadian Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences

· Canadian Institute for Health Information (CIHI)

· Carleton University

· Chemical Institute of Canada – Chemical Education Fund
· Council of Canadian Academies

· Dow AgroSciences Canada Inc.
· Environment Canada

· Merck Frosst Canada Ltd.
· Networks of Centres of Excellence
· PrioNet Canada
· Ryerson University

· University of Ontario Institute of Technology

· Youth Science Canada
We are now over 75 and still growing. Just a reminder - the opportunity to become a Charter Member will cease as of July 1, 2010. Please email me penny.park@sciencemediacentre.ca if you are interested in membership.

And a special thank you to those charter members who have affirmed their commitment to the goals of the SMCC by renewing their funding after their first year.

· Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI)
· Canadian Health Services Research Foundation (CHSRF)

· International Development Research Centre (IDRC)
· McMaster University 
· Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council (NSERC)
· L’Oreal

· Perimeter Institute

Our top priority is establishing strong start up funding to sustain the SMCC for the next couple of years.  Our steering Committee chair Suzanne Corbeil has been tirelessly working towards that goal. The Charter Members campaign has raised almost $500,000. We have hired fundraiser Kathleen Provost to help us reach our start up goal of $2.5 million dollars.
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__________________________________________________________________________________

Inaugural Events

Two successful inaugural events in April helped spread the word.  Steering committee member Peter Calamai visited the University of Victoria for the Inaugural British Columbia Launch. He joined Lucinda Chodan, editor-in-chief of the Victoria Times Colonist and Dr. Tom Pedersen, director of the University-of-Victoria-based Pacific Institute for Climate Solutions in a lively discussion about the importance of the SMCC on April 7th.  The event was sponsored by the University of Victoria and could not have happened without the organizational skills and dedication of Bruce Kilpatrick and Val Shore.

 On April 20th, MaRS, with support from the Ontario Ministry of Research and Innovation (MRI), hosted an “Evening with Jay Ingram” to explain the goals and services the SMCC will provide.  SMCC champion Jay Ingram lead a spirited discussion with our guests. Panelists were Gemini award winner and former CBC health reporter Maureen Taylor, University of Toronto researcher Danny Harvey, and Ryerson journalism professor Jeffery Dvorkin. From their different perspectives, they illustrated how a science media centre could help journalists, researchers and the public. Australian Science Media Centre director Susannah Elliot joined the event live from Sydney, Australia, via Skype and described the impact the AusSMC has had in Australia since its opening 4 years ago.  SMCC steering committee member Alison Sekuler wrapped up the event with a passionate call for further funding.
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__________________________________________________________________________________
Staff and Governance
Ami Kingdon will start May 3rd as the first media officer for the SMCC. Ami has been working on the SMCC’s database format, and will now start the challenging task of filling that database with experts. Expect to hear from Ami in the weeks to come asking for your suggestions of top Canadian researchers.

Peter Calamai has been working to get the 18-member Research Advisory Panel (RAP) together. They will be our internal peer review system for experts. All experts confirmed by the RAP will be interviewed by Centre staff to determine their willingness to participate and their skills at 

__________________________________________________________________________________
communicating science to non-specialist reporters. We remain on target to have a minimum of 300 names in the database before the SMCC becomes operational. The Editorial Advisory Committee is also being established this month. Their role will be to ensure the operations of the SMCC are carried out with the utmost journalistic integrity.
So far, six members of the inaugural Board have been confirmed and we are working to get this group together as soon as possible. This will complete our transition from our hardworking and dedicated Steering Committee to a more permanent governance structure. 

I was thrilled when the SMCC was accepted as a client by MaRS’ Social Innovation Generation (SiG) programme that provides support and mentorship to start up non-profits dedicated to social change. They are helping us create a sound and effective organizational infrastructure.

__________________________________________________________________________________
Upcoming Activities

Discussions are beginning with colleges, universities and design schools to help establish an image bank of scientific animations and graphics that would be available to the media. It could be a platform to showcase Canadian students’ work not only in Canada’s media, but around the world through our colleagues at Science Media Centres in the UK, Australia and New Zealand and the new SMCs opening this year in Japan and Denmark. Please contact me if you would like to find out more.  

Location, Location, Location -  We are currently planning a satellite office in Montreal with a media officer to specifically service Canada’s francophone journalist community. Thanks to the Association des Communicateurs Scientifiques for their assistance in this. 

We remain indebted to Canada’s Science and Technology Museum for providing office space and support probono as we get set up.  However, as we move toward the official opening the space will become too small, we continue to ask your support in helping us find a home for the next 3 years.  Any and all suggestions are welcomed.

Penny Park

Executive Director

Science Media Centre of Canada
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